
 

 

Hi/Low Tutorial 
Add-on to the Celebration Dress 

(can be used for other garments too!) 
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This tutorial is a free add-on originally designed for the ‘Celebration Dress’ pattern to 

make the bottom hems hi/low. It can be used for any other top, dress or skirt pattern 

that has ruffles on the hem. The sizes the hi/low templates can be used on range from 

babies through older girls.  

The templates are not labeled with clothing sizes but rather with the fabric widths, as 

follows: 

 Smallest width is 10” and largest width is 35” 

This means you can use the templates on any pattern within that range for the fabric 

width.  

The length distances of the front to the back sides plus the pages you want to print are as 

follows: 

 2” = 1,2,4,5  

 3” = 7,8,10,11 

 4” = 5,8,11 

 5” = 2,3,5,6,8,9,11,12 

The lengths of 2, 3, 4 and 5” are for a moderate hi/low effect. For example the 2” 

template can be used for fabric widths from 10” through 16”. The 2” template would 

ideally be used on baby sizes. The templates will overlap some of the width 

measurements, so you can choose which level of hi/low effect you want. See the length 

difference and fabric widths below: 

2” template = from 10” through 16” 

3” template = from 11” through 18.5” 

4” template = from 13” through 19” 

5” template = from 28” through 35” 

 

 

 

 

Suggested hi/low difference per size when using the Celebration dress pattern:

NB-6m = 2"
9m-2t = 3"
3t-6 = 4"

7-12 = 5"
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List of required materials: 

 A top or dress pattern that has ruffles on the hem 

 Scissors 

 Straight pins 

Print the cutouts:  

Set your printer to no scaling (or 100%) and print out page 11 first to check if the print 

scale of 1” is correct. The box should measure exactly 1”.  

Print pages for each size: 

2” = 1,2,4,5 

3” = 7,8,10,11 

4” = 5,8,11 

5” = 2,3,5,6,8,9,11,12 

Piece and tape together: 

Once they are printed, spread them out on your work space, matching up the letters in 

the pages’ corners. You only want to cut both sides (along the dotted line) of the center 

pages out.  

 

Then tape those 3 pages together, repeat for remaining 2 rows. 
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Next, you want to cut the bottom strip off, along the dotted line. 

 

Now it’s easy to cut around each ellipse, or directly cut the size you need. 

How to pick the correct template width: 

 

Select the hi/low difference for your project and check the width you need. Cut out the 

template. If you don’t find the correct width, take the one above. Meaning, if you need 

width 17.5” you want to take the 18” width. With help of the center line on the template 

you can decrease the width a little bit to your fabric width. Fold the template in half along 

the center line (or just pinch it like I did below). 
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Fold the center line ¼” to the side, that will make up for the needed ½”. 

 

Now your template width is ½” shorter and you can use it now. You may want to pin it in 

place or just hold it in place when cutting around it. 
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How to use the template: 

Place your front garment piece (either a top, dress or skirt) in front of you and pin the 

elliptical template to the bottom edge of the fabric, aligning the bottom edge of the 

template with the bottom edge of the fabric. Both edges should also meet with the sides. 

Draw around the UPPER template edge. 

 

Remove template and cut along the drawn line. 
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This is now your high front side: 

 

Cut the back side: 

Pin the template to the back side and draw a line along the BOTTOM template edge. 
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Cut along the drawn line. 

When you put both fabric pieces (with right sides) together, you now have a hi/low 

effect. 

 

You can now proceed to follow along with your original pattern and sew the ruffles on. 

Here is an example of how to sew the sides with ruffles.  
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Enjoy your hi/low dress! 

 

 

 

For instant download eBooks, please visit: http://whimsycouturesewingpatterns.com  

Etsy shop: http://tidd.ly/d8a32a56 

DIY Crush Blog: http://www.diy-crush.com  

For questions, please email:  whimsycouture@hotmail.com  

Thank you so much for using this pattern! 

Copyright © Whimsy Couture, 2016 (Do not copy or distribute without my consent.) 

 

http://whimsycouturesewingpatterns.com/
http://tidd.ly/d8a32a56
http://www.diy-crush.com/
mailto:whimsycouture@hotmail.com
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